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UCLA Undergraduate Research

Each year, more than 6,000 UCLA undergraduates
(~25% of study body) are engaged in individual
research projects at one of three levels:

e Student Research Program (entry level)
 Independent Research Studies (intermediate)

e Senior Honors Thesis (most advanced)

Students begin as freshmen and sophomores in
entry-level projects; many progress to junior-level
independent studies & some to senior honors projects.
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Three Centers

Under graduate Under graduate Center for
Research Center Research Center Academic and
(URC) (URC) Resear ch
- - Excellence
Arts Life Sciences (CARE)
Humanities Biomedial Sci.
Behavioral Sci. Physical Sci. MARC U*STAR
Social Science M ath C'\Q?ADP
Ethnic Studies T echnology BRIDGES

Each center hasa director; activities
are coordinated by the Vice Provost’ s Office




Undergraduate Research Centers

Hold student outreach workshops and
orientation sessions

Administer the entry-level student
research program (SRP)

Organize competitions for research
scholarships, travel stipends, and
achievement awards

Plan campus celebrations; publish
student journals; maintain campus
web site for student research



Student Research Program (SRP

open to all undergraduates
(~1600 participate annually)

administered by the URCs
entry-level experience

2-4 units; graded P/NP
online contract and

evaluation by student and
faculty mentor




Undergraduate Resear ch
Development Stipends

for studentsin SRP (entry level)
competitive application

$1,000 per term

must present in one department
Or campus resear ch event
administered by the

under graduate resear ch centers




Under graduate Resear ch
Scholars Program

jr/sr students engaged in an honors
or a comprehensive resear ch project
full-fee scholarship for 1 or 2yrs,
may Include summer resear ch

must enroll In department

resear ch class each term

must present resear ch paper at

regional or national meeting




Where does the $$ come from?

Federal Grants
NIH, NSF, DOE

~
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University
budget

Funding for
Under graduate
Resear ch
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Events that Celebrate and Promote

 Department events & awards
« Campusevents & awards

 Regional & State meetings

- SCCUR

- UC at L1Sacramento
 National society meetings
e International society meetings
e Co-author with faculty advisor




Celebrating Undergraduate Achievement in Research

Undergraduate Research
Students Learning Knowledge While Creating Knowledge

L f_:_‘ Students do not just leam m classrooms. Moy mdergraduate students at UCLA are working wath faculty on reseach
o projects puzhing back the frontiers of knowledze while le mming advanced technignes and research methods at the smne
ﬂ tume. Thiz =ite i= an entry poinf for smdents mterested in getting urvolved m undergraduate rezearch and provides visitors
with a snapzhot of studentz 1w rezearch and the lmks between education ad research

The heaning of 5 Eesenrch University
Az aworld class research muversity, UCLA encompasses a nyriad of activities, bt what does it mean to be a "rezearch
mversity™ The Provost of the UCLA College of Letters and Science, Biian Copenhaver, provides an elogquent view on the

role of rezearch i education

Recagnition Award for the Integration of Research and Education (EATEE)

LA recerved the National Science Foundation Recoznition Award for the Integration of Research and Education ( called
"FAIRE") for stz ontztanding effortz at combining basic rezearch smdies and imovative undergradnate programs m order to
enhance the educational expenence for students

Undergraduate Research Centers in the College of Letters and Science
Lookimng for gmdance and resomrces about undergraduate rezeach™ Vizit the two Undergraduate Rezearch Centers: Hunanities
aidd Social Sciences (1201A Canrpbell Hall) and Lite aand Pliveical Sciences (2121 Lite Sciences)

How to Giet Involved in Undergradnate Research
How can I parficipate in mmdergadnate rezearch™ How do I approach faculty? Here are zome tipz for aspiring nnder graduate

resem cliers

www.college.ucla.edu/ugresearch/index.html



Celebrating Undergraduate Achievement
in Research

Students in Undergraduate Research
Students Learning Knowledge While Creating Knowledge

Ms. Jegsica Hansinan

Jessica Homsman, a huuor Political Science mnjor, 13 workimg imder the mentorslop of
FPolitical Science Professor Framddlin D, Gallvaun Jr Jeszica's reseqrch imoiitors tie
forces thal ndluence discussion of vouth violence. Is there reallyv a "cri=is of Anserican
vionth ™ What econonuc factors have comcided with decreased spending on prograns
foar vouth™ What sociclogical forces lave created rifts m public opumon” The caze stady
ghe will nrrestigate 12 Califormia Proposition 21, the "Gang Violence and Yoarth Crone Prevenhion Act " While
monrtoring media coverage and public opuon. she will agply theomy and past policy expenence to juvenile crune
policy m Califana. Farther, ghe will comrelate public spendmsg for educational aad commmmty enrchment prograns
with crime rates i an aftempt to budld a caze for crime prevestion Tlue analveis will mclude a comparizon between
col per person i the scloollonse med m the pailhonse. Bacial differences are clear ]y importand m the ssse of
prvegiile crime, and she wall digcnzs the discrepancies m gpendimg in predommantly white comammuties and
comnumuties of color. Teing paychological and sociological research as a foumdation, sl will also attesapt to
determing why snborban school shostings ave triggered such a public ontcry, while viclence i nrban schoosls 12 not
regimded as newswortlyy, Cunbyv wilken considering all of these perspectrves can one mnderstand the dre need for vouth
advacacy m Aunerica

Boack to the Undergmnduate Feseqwclh Page




Celebrating Undergraduate
Achievement in Research

UCLA Science Poster Day and
Westwind Conference for Humanities
& Social Science Research



Celebrating Undergraduate Achievement in Research

THE UCLA UNDERGRADUATE

SCIENCE JOURNAL

Westwind, UCLA’s UCLA’s undergraduate
undergraduate journal for science and technology
social science research journal

and creative writing



Undergraduate Research:
a major initiative at UCLA

Achievements recognized by the

National Science Foundation
RAIRE Award: 1997-2001

RAIRE =
“Recognition Award for the Integration
of Research and Education”



GOALS

All students should have the
opportunity to engage in a
research experience at some level.

All faculty should be expected to
mentor undergraduates in research
at some level.



Undergraduate
Research at UCLA

o ....research
Is Just another word
for education!

Dr. Reed Wilson, URC Director



